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MEETING REPORT 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Second Ministerial Meeting on Environment and Health in South-East and East Asian countries 

was jointly organized by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Regional Office for 
Asia and the Pacific and the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Offices for the Western 
Pacific and South-East Asia, and hosted by the Government of the Republic of Korea on 15 July 2010 
in Jeju, Republic of Korea. The meeting was attended by Ministers or their representatives and high-
level officials of health and environment agencies from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, 
Indonesia, Japan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Republic of Korea, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. The meeting was co-chaired by His Excellency 
Mr Lee, Mannee, Minister of Environment and Her Excellency Ms Jeon Jae-Hee, Minister of Health 
and Welfare, Republic of Korea. 

 
2. The list of participants is attached in Annex 1. 
 
II. OPENING CEREMONY  
 
3. The Second Ministerial Regional Forum started with opening remarks by the Minister of Health and 
Welfare, Minister of Environment, Republic of Korea, as well as the Regional Directors of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the Western Pacific and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. 
 
4. Her Excellency Ms Jeon Jae-Hee, Minister of Health and Welfare, Republic of Korea, during her 
opening remarks, stated that environment and health are transboundary, regional and global issues and 
that the Second Ministerial Regional Forum was a significant venue for members to share experience and 
knowledge on environmental health activities implemented since the First Ministerial Regional Forum as 
well as to heighten mutual understanding. Citing the reports of WHO, she stated that 24% of all burden 
of disease and 23% of all deaths were attributable to environmental factors and that keeping a healthy 
environment sustains and enriches the lives of the people. She mentioned that among many 
environmental health issues and concerns, health damage caused by climate change was rising in Asia 
and that responding to climate change was one of the most urgent tasks in Asia. She cited a special effort 
undertaken by the Korean Government that had adopted low carbon green growth as a national vision 
and development strategy to deal with the problems associated with climate change. She felt confident 
that the Regional Forum would be an opportunity both to heighten the regional capacity to respond to 
environmental health problems to the next level, and at the same time for countries to cooperate and 
exchange support and information on pressing issues, such as the health threat posed by climate change. 
She extended her gratitude to the Ministers and representatives from member countries for participating 
in the Forum, thanked the joint Secretariat of the Regional Forum, WHO and UNEP, and gave heartfelt 
gratitude to the Governor of Jeju, Special Self-Governing Province for assisting in the local arrangement 
of the Forum. 
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5. His Excellency Mr Mannee Lee, Minister of Environment, Republic of Korea expressed his gratitude 
and welcomed the participating Ministers and representatives, and the Regional Directors of WHO and 
UNEP.  He stated water and air pollution as current common environmental challenges. He emphasized 
on health crises from environmental crises, and in particular, referred to the impacts of climate change on 
possible pandemic and endemic diseases as well as water deficiency, flooding, and biodiversity. 
However, he pointed out that risks also bring opportunity. He went on to introduce the Korean efforts in 
developing an Environmental Health Action Plan in 2006 and the Environmental Health Law in 2008, as 
well as in establishing effective mechanisms to deal with diseases that are environmentally-induced, such 
as from air pollution or exposure to asbestos and other hazardous chemicals. He added that the recent 
Low Carbon Green Growth Policy, known as the Korean New Deal, is a measure for sustainable 
development and climate change response. He expressed willingness to be a bridge between the member 
countries and promoted the collective leadership in the Region for sustainable growth and environmental 
health.  
 
7. Dr Shin Young-Soo, Regional Director of WHO Western Pacific Regional Office thanked the 
Ministers and representatives from the countries in South-East and East Asia who participated in the 
Second Ministerial Meeting. He stated that the dramatic events in recent times had made people 
increasingly aware of the important role of the environment in impacting human health. He cited natural 
disasters, like earthquakes and typhoons experienced in some countries in the Region which have left 
millions of people homeless and without access to safe and drinking water or sanitation, and man-made 
disasters such as the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico which contributed to environmental degradation 
affecting the livelihoods of many as examples. On a more positive note, he mentioned that there had been 
improvements in traffic management and industrial pollution control, which had become part of the 
legacy of the 2008 Summer Olympics, contributing to reduction in the environmental health burden on 
citizens in Beijing in the years to come. He ended his remarks by saying that WHO was pleased to be 
able to support the Regional Forum jointly with UNEP, the development of National Environmental 
Health Action Plans in most of the member countries and that the Regional Forum had become 
increasingly important for the member countries in their efforts to strengthen national capacities for 
environmental health management. 
 
7. Dr Young-Woo Park, Regional Director and Representative of UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific expressed sincere acknowledgement to the Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Health and 
Welfare of the Republic of Korea, and the local host, the City of Jeju, for hosting the 2nd Ministerial 
Meeting on Environment and Health. He highlighted that environmental health problems in the Region, 
namely water contamination, urban and indoor air pollution, solid and hazardous waste, toxic chemicals 
and climate change, have resulted in an estimated one million deaths every year in our Region. He added 
that the situation would get worse if no appropriate action is taken soon. He further stressed that if one 
looks at the root cause of these environment and health problems, many of them are linked to 
industrialization, urbanization, inappropriate land use, among others, which are in the end all related to 
economic growth. He mentioned that the Regional Forum has made significant progress, including 
communication and cooperation which have been established at the national level of both environment 
and health agencies, and at regional level in the six priorities in South-East and East Asian countries. 
Environment and health partnership creates important synergies from local to national to international 
levels, and can make an important contribution to sustainable development. He said that UNEP, in 
collaboration with WHO will continuously do its best to serve the member countries of this Forum and 
wished that the Forum could strengthen and identify south-south as well as south-north cooperation 
among member countries, in order for it to be an action-oriented and result-based Forum.  
 
III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
8. The meeting adopted the Second Ministerial Meeting Agenda.  The agenda is attached in Annex 2. 
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IV. REPORT OF THE HIGH-LEVEL OFFICIALS' MEETING  
 
9. Dr Duck-Hyung Lee, the Chairperson of the High-Level Officials’ Meeting reported on the outcomes 

of the meeting, especially the new regional priorities for 2010-2013 which included the continuation of 
the six current priorities and an additional priority - health impact assessment. The meeting endorsed 
the establishment of a Task Force to strengthen partnerships, address governance and institutional 
issues, and improve the impact of the Regional Forum. The meeting requested the Advisory Board to 
define the Task Force’s membership and modalities of work.   

 
10 The meeting noted the outcomes of the High-Level Officials’ Meeting and adopted the meeting report 

taking the changes into consideration.  
 
V. POLICY BRIEFS AND WORKPLANS FOR 2010-2013 
 
11. The Chairs and Co-Chairs of TWGs made presentations on their respective policy briefs, focusing on 

the progress made in activities implementation, along with policy recommendations and future work 
plans.  The TWGs include the following:  

·  air quality 
·  water, sanitation and hygiene 
·  solid and hazardous waste 
·  toxic chemicals and hazardous substances 
·  climate change, ozone layer depletion and ecosystem change  
·  contingency planning, preparedness and response in environmental health emergencies 

 
12. The meeting adopted the six TWGs' policy briefs and work plans for 2010-2013 attached as Annex 3 

and Annex 4 respectively.  The TWG presentations are attached in Annex 5. 
 
VI. NEW PRIORITIES 
 
13. The Secretariat presented the update on new priorities. The Fourth High-Level Officials’ Meeting in 

Beijing in March 2009 recommended for current priorities to be maintained. Follow-up 
communications to the countries were made, and several countries suggested health impact 
assessment as a new priority in the Region. Subsequently, a Thematic Working Group on this new 
priority, pending the approval by the Ministerial Meeting, was formed. 

 
14. The meeting adopted the report of the Secretariat on the update of the Regional Forum's new 

priorities for 2010-2013, as given in Annex 6. 
 
VII. PRESENTATION OF TWG WORKPLAN ON HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

2010 – 2013 
 
15. The meeting endorsed the new TWG on Health Impact Assessment.  The TWG Chair presented its 

future work plan 2010-2013, which was adopted by the meeting.  The presentation is attached in 
Annex 7. 

 
VIII. STATEMENTS BY THE MINISTERS OF ENVIRONMENT AN D HEALTH  
 
16. Ministers of Environment and Health and heads of delegations from fourteen participating countries 

made statements during this session.  
 
17. Mr Hong Kok Seng, the Commissioner of Town and Country Planning Department, Ministry of 

Development, Brunei Darussalam delivered the statement on behalf of the Ministry, conveying 
sincere appreciation and gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Korea for hosting the Forum 
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and thanking the Secretariat for the excellent arrangements made. He highlighted that Brunei 
recognizes the fundamental linkage and relationship between environment and human health and 
went further to say that it is a well known fact that the effects of rapid development have turned the 
environment into a vulnerable state which in turn has a bearing towards human health. He pointed 
out that Brunei Darussalam sees the importance of the National Environmental Health Action Plan 
(NEHAP) as a basic framework to guide the national development and thus implementation of 
environmental and health plans in preserving the human health and well-being. However he 
cautioned the Forum to focus on long term development goals and environmental sustainability, and 
to take the path of development that is environmentally friendly. He also expressed the view that 
sharing of regional expertise and resources is very much appreciated in Brunei’s efforts to strengthen 
its national capacities and capabilities on environmental health management.  

 
18. His Excellency Dr Mok Mareth, Minister for the Environment of the Kingdom of Cambodia gave his 

sincere appreciation to the Regional Forum Secretariat [UNEP and WHO], the Government of Jeju 
and the Government of the Republic of Korea. He pointed out that the Royal Government of 
Cambodia has entered a new era of health and environmental quality that requires attention to 
environmentally sound management within the framework of national development. He shared that 
the long-term vision of Cambodia is to address disciplines such as the protection of environmental 
quality and public health, as they contribute to poverty reduction within the National Millennium 
Development Goals and within the Governmental Rectangular Strategy. He added that Cambodia 
recognizes the importance of technical and financial assistance and in this regard, the international 
cooperation among participating countries stands out as the main instrument of change. He said that 
it would be appreciated if the Secretariat [UNEP and WHO] could provide support, in terms of 
capacity building through workshops, training and the provision of know-how. He mentioned that 
although Cambodia supports all efforts regarding the adoption of the Jeju Declaration on 
Environment and Health, there is a lack of capacity to deal with environmental health problems, due 
to the lack of sufficient financial resources and expertise. There is, hence urgent need to provide 
technical, administrative and economic assistance as well as political guidance. This is the reason 
why the declaration is utterly central to environmental health policies and crucial for an effective 
implementation of the NEHAP. Finally, he reiterated that the Forum needs to approach 
environmental health issues with emphasis on partnership and cooperation to realize the aims for the 
generations to come.  

 
19. Dr Wang Xue Ning, Deputy Director, Ministry of Health, China expressed sincere congratulations for 

the convocation of the Second Ministerial Regional Forum on Environment and Health. He 
mentioned that China had responded actively to the strategies advocated by the Regional Forum 
Charter and had given full consideration to the regional priorities and national conditions. In 
November 2007, China issued a National Environmental Health Action Plan to guide its work for 
2007-2015. The action plan is led by the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Environmental 
Protection, with the participation of 18 other relevant Ministries. He said that the action plan fully 
demonstrated the spirit of multisectoral collaboration and collective will to improve the environment 
and protect human health. He informed the participants that currently, the Chinese Government 
adheres to the scientific development outlook to guide the overall economic and social development. 
Environmental protection and people’s livelihoods are placed in more prominent positions, with 
efforts emphasized to solve environment and health issues that are closely related to the fundamental 
interest of the Chinese people. He further mentioned that China is ready to work with countries in the 
Region to fulfill its responsibilities, to promote green growth, sustainable development of population, 
resources and environment, in order to protect China’s environment and people’s health. He hoped 
that the existing six TWGs and the newly established TWG on Health Impact Assessment will 
effectively do their work, as mandated in the Regional Charter and be able to provide strong support 
to member states in improving capacity to achieve the Forum’s objectives. 
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20. His Excellency Prof Gusti Muhammad Hatta, Minister of Environment of Indonesia expressed 
sincere gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Korea for hosting the Second Ministerial 
Regional Forum. He highlighted the MDGs which place human development as the main focus for 
development with their corresponding deadlines. He was pleased to report that Indonesia is in the 
final stage of preparing the MDGs status updates that targets to report up to year 2012. He noted that 
four out of the eight targets of MDGs are related to the environment and health, either directly or 
indirectly. He mentioned the World Health Assembly on Climate Change and Health in 2008 and 
urged member states to recognize the strengthening of the health system as a fundamental priority in 
addressing direct and indirect effect of climate change. Pointing out that Indonesia, like other tropical 
nations, is vulnerable to tropical diseases and other health problems arising from environmentally-
related circumstances, he mentioned that the Government of Indonesia is determined to achieve the 
twin objectives of protection of human health and preservation of its environment, through political 
will, innovation and creativity. He added that the Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Ministry 
of Health have also signed a joint agreement on Environmental Management for Health in June 2010, 
so as to enhance cooperation and coordination on work related to environment and health. He 
suggested for the Forum to move beyond mere talks, discussions, declarations and agreements into 
actions and implementation to achieve mutual goals in environment and health. He also mentioned 
that the Forum needs to enhance the works of the Thematic Working Groups, by setting targets and 
goals as well as reflecting on the respective progress reports. He closed by mentioning that all of 
these programmes could only be achieved if there is a strong commitment from all stakeholders to 
provide financial support and other resources.  

 
21. Mr Tatsushi Terada, Director General, Ministry of the Environment, Japan shared on the country’s 

experiences with health damage due to environmental pollution during the country’s high economic 
growth. The health issues were namely Minamata disease, Itai-itai disease, and Yokkaichi asthma, 
for which the Japanese Government and the companies responsible still struggle to compensate 
victims affected. He indicated that to avoid a repeat of Minamata disease, Japan wishes to contribute 
aggressively towards making a treaty that prevents global mercury pollution. He informed that Japan 
will be hosting the second session of Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, during which the 
members would be invited to adopt and sign the treaty. He further mentioned that under the 
framework of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM), Japan 
would continue its cooperation with other Asian countries to promote chemical management policy. 
He went on to discuss about the long term incubation of asbestos which causes mesothelioma and 
lung cancer; and the appeal to prohibit the manufacture and use of asbestos in the Asian Region. He 
then discussed about how Japan promotes the 3R (reduce, reuse and recycle) policy for waste 
reduction, environmental hygiene and efficient use of resources, highlighting that Japan participates 
and contributes to activities in the Thematic Working Group on Solid and Hazardous Waste, and 
added that the Regional 3R Forum in Asia was established to promote 3R policy in the Region.  

 
22. The Minister of Health, Republic of Korea delivered a speech highlighting the environmental health 

issues that confront the country, namely health damage from climate change; heat wave or other 
meteorological disasters that kill many people in many nations; and air pollution that increases the 
burden of respiratory disease and allergic illnesses, and called for emphasis to be placed on 
environmental health. She recognized that it is crucial to strengthen environmental health policies, 
cooperation between environment and health sectors as well as collaboration between countries to 
achieve the MDGs. She also reflected on Korea’s wide diversity of environmental health problems, 
such as health damage due to asbestos mines, oil spills, incidences of allergic diseases like asthma 
due to deteriorating air pollution and high level of hazardous chemicals. She pointed out that both 
Ministries of Environment and Health are pursuing a wide variety of policies to respond to such 
environmental health issues and that the adaptation policies to climate change related to health are a 
major part of low carbon green growth, which is a national vision and development strategy of 
Korea. She further shared on the various work that Korea has done, including the introduction of a 
heat-related health watch warning system to prevent deaths and health deterioration due to heat 
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waves; the building of a monitoring network on vectors in response to increasing vector (i.e. 
mosquitoes and mites)-related infectious diseases; and the establishment of an Asthma Forecast 
system and Asthma-Friendly Schools to deal with allergic diseases. She pointed out that the Korean 
Government is fully aware that environmental health issues go beyond national borders and are 
regional and global. In this regard, the Korean Government proposed to create an environment-health 
capacity-strengthening programme, in which they will actively participate to introduce and support 
the programme. 

 
23. H.E. Dr Bounkouang Phichit, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Health, Lao PDR, expressed sincere 

appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Korea for hosting the Ministerial Regional Forum. 
He pointed out that health is one of the four pillars of the National Growth and Poverty eradication 
strategy which the Government of Lao PDR has developed and implemented in order to upgrade 
from the least-developed country status by 2020. He mentioned that persistent chemical pollutants 
have gradually become widespread and global climate change presents new environmental health 
hazards and challenges. He went on to list the several identified issues which are crucial to 
sustainable development and health improvement, namely deforestation, degradation of biodiversity, 
encroachment of lowland farmers in neighboring uplands, and an increasing pollution of air, water 
and soil. Currently, morbidity and mortality among the total population are due to communicable 
diseases and environmental factors such as lack of safe drinking water, lack of hygienic sanitation, 
water and air pollution, poor waste management, natural disasters and the effects of climate change. 
He stated that Lao PDR will implement the recent National Policy and Action Plan on Environmental 
Health with great commitment and will advocate effective fund allocation. He sought an 
enhancement in assistance and cooperation from funding agencies and international organizations. 
He indicated that the Lao Government remains supportive of the Regional Forum and other global 
initiatives that bring about good exchange of information and promote joint projects or programmes 
that allow effective regional integration and interaction on different aspects of environmental health. 

 
24. Honorable Datuk Rosnah Hj. Abd. Rashid Shirlin, Deputy Minister of Health, Malaysia thanked and 

congratulated the Government of the Republic of Korea for hosting the Second Ministerial Regional 
Forum on Environment and Health. She provided a brief note on the importance of the timely Forum, 
in view of the current massive environmental disaster caused by the recent oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico that left humanity struggling. She explained that the Government of Malaysia has long 
recognized the importance of environmental health and this realization has been translated into 
programmes and legislations within the relevant ministries. She added that this recognition extends to 
awareness in the Government that progress and development cannot and should not be made at the 
expense of the environment and ultimately health. The National Policy on the Environment 
formulated in 2002 integrates three elements, namely economic, social and cultural development, as 
well as environmental conservation for the enhancement of the quality of life. The Prime Ministers 
Department has given support to the formulation and implementation of National Environmental 
Health Action Plan, and even though it is still in the early stages of implementation, she believes that 
the Plan will provide further impetus to resolve environmental health issues in the country. She 
mentioned that Malaysia supports the TWG on Health Impact Assessment proposed by the Regional 
Forum and that the 10th Malaysia Plan includes efficient urban transport system, establishment of 
environment friendly or “green townships” and neighborhoods, with a special focus on the 
development of long term strategy for water resource management, protection of rivers from 
pollution and restructuring of water services industry. She also mentioned about the management and 
appropriate handling and disposal of clinical wastes, issues associated with natural disasters such as 
flood and outbreaks of diseases, and pointed out that the National Policy on Climate Change has also 
been developed and endorsed by the Cabinet. She ended by stating that there is a need, not only to 
enhance the Regional Forum’s cooperation, share information and experiences but also to improve 
regulatory and enforcement mechanisms as part of an integrated environmental health programme.  
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25. His Excellency Dr Lambaa Sambuu, Minister for Health of Mongolia conveyed sincere gratitude to 
the Regional Forum Secretariat and the Government of Republic of Korea for organizing the 
Ministerial Regional Forum. He highlighted the status of NEHAP since the first Ministerial Regional 
Forum and shared that they have made progress, namely the implementation through political 
commitments, improved regulatory and coordinative frameworks for environmental health, and the 
active involvement of stakeholders in multisectoral planning. Establishment of the National Air 
Quality Coordinating Committee on Toxic Chemicals and Hazardous substances and the National 
Strategy on Healthcare Waste Management was undertaken. Activities on National Symposium on 
Climate Change and Health were also conducted. He raised problems that have intensified and added 
that the burden of disease in the country from these environmental determinants is overwhelmingly 
evident. The issues mentioned included rapid urbanization, poorly coordinated internal population 
migration, unprecedented increase in uncontrolled informal mining, climate change, land 
degradation/desertification/deforestation and loss of biological resources and key ecosystems. He 
pointed out that Government of Mongolia is committed to further strengthen its legal environment 
for environmental health protection; ensure more active collaboration across sectors; establish TWGs 
on priority issues; liaise with the regional TWGs; invest in environmental health impact assessment; 
establish early warning and response system for environmental emergencies; and invest in 
environmentally-friendly technologies that lead to reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
26. Honorable Dr Nemesio Gako, Assistant Secretary of the Department of Health, Philippines said that 

despite the notable achievements in Philippine health indicators like increasing life expectancy at 
birth and decreasing infant death rates, among others, the lives of the people are being threatened by 
changing environmental scenarios, such as industrialization, rapid urbanization, natural and man-
made disasters and climate change. He indicated that with the emergence of modern environmental 
hazards and the persistence of traditional hazards like the lack of access to fundamental resources, 
the Filipino people are now faced with the burden of both communicable diseases closely linked to 
traditional hazards and non-communicable diseases associated with modern hazards. The Philippines 
is always hit by natural and man-made disaster events that reduce coverage of existing facilities and 
seriously affect the health of the people. He stated that with such issues, the Philippines adopted the 
development of the National Environmental Health Action Plan to guide the provision of 
environmental health services in the Philippines with strategic approaches through various 
partnerships in the areas of sanitation, water, air, toxic chemicals and hazardous waste, occupational 
health, food safety, solid waste, emergency and climate change. He mentioned that the reports from 
member countries in the high-level meeting provided insights on how to battle difficult issues as well 
as introduced opportunities for sharing best practices and further collaboration among members. He 
stated that the new Philippine Government administration recently established is serious in 
addressing governance issues that hamper effective implementation of programmes and projects. He 
also believed that addressing issues on corruption and inefficiency in service delivery will help to 
address the cumulative effects of deteriorating conditions of environment and health. 

 
27. Her Excellency Dr Amy Khor, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of the Environment and 

Water Resources, Singapore expressed sincere gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Korea 
for the excellent hospitality and arrangements during the meeting, and also thanked UNEP and WHO 
for coorganizing the Second Ministerial Regional Forum. She cited that with the advent of 
aeronautics, telecommunication and the internet, countries and regions are now very much 
intertwined. The unprecedented movement of people and goods across borders means that 
environmental challenges have become more transboundary and global in nature, with impacts to the 
environment and health becoming increasingly delocalized, sources of pollution harder to trace and 
the apportionment of responsibilities becoming complicated. She discussed that the phenomenal 
change has also brought about immense opportunities for countries to come together to exchange 
information, learn and share experiences, and enhance the national capacity on environment and 
health. She further pointed out that Singapore’s achievements in environment and health would not 
have been possible without the assistance and the imparting of knowledge from the more advanced 
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overseas counterparts and that as a beneficiary of international cooperation, Singapore is keen to 
return Singapore’s small contribution to the global community through sharing of useful best 
practices and experience that have been acquired over the years with the international community. 
With the new and emerging environmental and health challenges, Singapore stands ready to continue 
to exchange experience and expertise in seeking environmental sustainability with overseas countries.  

 
28. His Excellency Mr Jurin Laksanawisit, Minister of Public Health, Thailand expressed sincere thanks 

to the Government of the Republic of Korea for hosting the Second Ministerial Meeting. He stated 
that Thailand had started the first National Environmental Health Strategic Plan, which has been 
approved by the Cabinet in 2009, after the first Ministerial Regional Forum on Environment and 
Health in 2007. Since then Thailand has taken actions to implement the plan for ensuring 
environmental health and sustainable economic growth. The Strategies of the National 
Environmental Health Strategic Plan have been developed and integrated in correspondence to the 
tenth National Economic and Social Development Plan. Thailand's key areas which benefit from 
greater intensity of collaboration are namely water resources, regional and global air pollution, 
sanitation development and health impact assessment. He added that Thailand is willing to cooperate 
with member countries and is ready to share knowledge and experiences through the new TWG on 
Health Impact Assessment, pointing out that Thailand is committed to support and implement the 
Jeju Declaration on Environment and Health, and is willing to fulfill responsibility at its best effort to 
achieve sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals.  

 
29. Vietnam Delegation expressed sincere appreciation to the Government of Republic of Korea and the 

Regional Forum secretariat, thanking also the support of WHO and UNEP who have been supporting 
Viet Nam in the process of building the National Programme on Environmental Health as well as in 
the implementation of other activities related to the environmental and health protection. He said that 
Viet Nam is able to share and learn from experiences of countries in the Region during the process of 
implementing the National Programme on Environmental Health. He also expressed Viet Nam's wish 
to seek cooperation and support from WHO and UNEP in capacity building and technology transfer 
in environmental health. Viet Nam would like to receive updated information on environment and 
health, especially information relating to transboundary pollution. Regarding the National 
Programme on Environmental Health which is in the process of approval, he pledged to successfully 
implement all objectives and contents of the Environmental Health Programme. He mentioned that 
Viet Nam agreed with the draft Jeju Declaration and would carry out activities reflected in the 
declaration and actively participate in the Regional Forum.  

 
IX. DISCUSSION AND ADOPTION OF JEJU DECLARATION   
 
30. The Forum reviewed the draft Jeju Declaration on Environment and Health.  Following discussions 

on further amendments, the Forum formally adopted the Jeju Declaration on Environment and Health, 
attached as Annex 8.   

 
X. CONCLUSION AND CLOSING OF THE FORUM  
 
31. The Ministry of Health, Malaysia has offered to host the Third Ministerial Regional Forum on 

Environment and Health in 2013. 
 
32. The Second Ministerial Regional Forum on Environment and Health was closed by the Chairperson. 



 

 

 
ANNEX 1 

 
SECOND MINISTERIAL REGIONAL FORUM ON ENVIRONMENT AN D HEALTH  

IN SOUTH-EAST AND EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES 
15 July 2010, Jeju, Republic of Korea 

 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  

 
COUNTRIES 

1. Brunei Darussalam 
 
Ms Dayangku Haryanti Binti Pengiran  
Haji Petra 
Environment Officer  
Department of Environment, Parks & Recreations 
Ministry of Development 
4th floor, Berakas Old Airport 
BB3510, Brunei Darussalam 
Tel. No.: +673 2383222 ext. 514 
Fax No.: +673 8238 2644 
E-mail: yanti1707@hotmail.com 
 

 

2. Cambodia 
 
Dr Mok Mareth 
Senior Minister 
Minister of Environment 
Ministry of Environment 
 
Mr Ken Choviran 
Director or Deputy Director of Department of 
Environmental  Pollution Control 
Fax No.: +855 23 987 880 
E-mail: moepcd@online.com.ph;  choviran@yahoo.com 
 

 
H.E. Dr Ung Phyrun 
Secretary of State 
for Ministry of Health 
 
Dr Prak Piseth Raingsey  
Director of Preventive Medicine Department 
Ministry of Health 
No. 151-153, Avenue Kampuchea 
Krom Phnom Penh 
Cambodia 
Tel. No.: +855 12 862022 
Fax No.: +855 23 426034 
E-mail: pisethsey@yahoo.com 
 

3. China, People’s Republic Of 
 
Ms Song Xiaozhi 
Deputy Director General 
Department of International Cooperation  
Ministry of Environmental Protection  
115 Xizhimennei Nanxiaojie  
Beijing 100035, China  
Tel. No.: +86 1066556518  
Fax No.: +86 10 66556513 
 

 
Mr Wang Xuening 
Deputy Director General 
Department of Food Safety Coordination and Health 
Surveillance, Ministry of Health, P. R. China 
 



 

 

 
 
Mr Xia Yingxian   
Deputy Director  
Division of International Organisations and Conventions  
Department of International Cooperation  
Ministry of Environmental Protection  
115 Xizhimennei Nanxiaojie  
Beijing 100035, China  
Tel. No.: +86 10 66556518  
Fax No.: +86 10 66556513 
E-mail: xia.yingxian@mep.gov.cn 

 
Dr Zhao Yuechao 
Deputy Division Director 
Department of Food Safety Coordination and Health 
Surveillance, 
Ministry of Health 
Beijing 100044, People's Republic of China 
Tel. No.:  +86 10 6879 2398 
Fax No.:  +86 10 6879 2400 
E-mail:  yrichardz@hotmail.com 
 
Ms Han Jixiu 
Technical Officer, Division of International Organizations 
Department of International Cooperation, 
Ministry of Health 
 

4. Indonesia 
 
H.E. Professor Gusti Muhammad Hatta 
State Minister for the Environment 
Ministry of Environment 
 
Ms Emma Rachmawaty 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
Toxic and Hazardous Substance and Waste 
Ministry of Environment 
C Building 2nd floor, JI.  
D. I. Panjaitan, Kav 24 
Jakarta 13410 
Indonesia 
Tel. No.: +62 21 6590 4932 
Fax No.: +62 21 6590 4932 
Email: erachmawaty@menlh.go.id 
 

 
H.E. Dr Endang Rahayu Sedyaningsih, MPH, PhD 
Minister for Health 
Republic of Indonesia 
J1. H. Rasuna Said Kav. X5 No. 04-9 
Jakarta 12950 
Indonesia 
Tel. No.: +62 81 6855887 
E-mail: esedyani@indo.net.id 
 
Professor Dr Tjandra Yoga Aditama 
Director General of Disease Control and Environmental 
Health, Ministry of Health Indonesia 
[contact Secretary Ms Puspa] 
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Tel. No.: +65 6731 9831 
Fax No.: +65 6734 6956 
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E-mail: supat.w@pcd.go.th 
 

 
H.E. Mr Jurin Laksanawisit 
Minister of Public Health 
 
H.E. Sunit Teevavei 
Vice Minister 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tiyanond Road 
Nonthaburi 11000 
Thailand 
 
Paijit Watachit 
Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Public Health,  
Tiyanond Road, 
Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand 
 
Dr Somyos Deerasamee 
Director-General, Department of Health 
Ministry of Public Health,  
Tiyanond Road, 
Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand 
Tel. No.: +66 2590 1372 
Fax No.: +66 2591 8562; +66 2590 1374 
 

14. Vietnam 
 
Associate Professor Dr Bui Cach Tuyen,  
Director General, Vietnam Environment Administration 
(VEA), MONRE; leader of MONRE delegation.  
 
Mr Vu Dinh Hieu,  Director of Center for 
Environmental Consultancy and Technology (CECT), 
VEA, MONRE; member.  
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Mr Hiroyasu Tokuda 
Director, Waste Management Division,  
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E-mail: sh9390@korea.kr 
 
Dr Kim Young-Taek 
Director, Division of Chronic Disease Surveillance 
Korea Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
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E-mail: may.ajero@cai-asia.org 
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P.O. Box 1217, Sangkat Chaktomouk 
Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh 
Cambodia 
Country code:  
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Republic of China 
401, Dongwai Diplomatic Office Building 
23, Dongzhimenwai Dajie 
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ANNEX 2 
 

HIGH-LEVEL OFFICIALS MEETING ON ENVIRONMENT AND HEA LTH  
IN SOUTH-EAST AND EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES 

15 July 2010, Jeju, Republic of Korea 
 

Annotated Provisional Agenda for 2nd Ministerial Meeting 

 

1. Opening ceremony; 1000-1130 

An inauguration by moderator will kick-off the Ceremony.  

Opening Remarks will be addressed by Minister of Health and Welfare and 

Minister of Environment from the Republic of Korea. After Ministers' opening 

remarks, Dr Shin, Young-soo, WHO Regional Director for Western Pacific 

Regional Office and Dr Park, Young-woo, UNEP Regional Director for Asia 

and Pacific will give opening remarks. After opening statement and welcome 

address, there is group photograph and coffee/tea break.  

 

2. Adoption of Agenda: 1130-1140  

Introduction of the meeting agenda by chair (Chair explains programme) 

 

3. Report on the Fifth High-Level Officials' Meeting: 1140-1200  

The Chairperson of the High-Level Officials' Meeting will report on the 

outcomes of the meeting. Participants will be invited to discuss and comment 

on the report.  

 

4. Lunch: 1200-1330 

 

5. Presentation of Policy briefs and work plans: 1330-1400 

Each Chair of the Thematic Working Groups (TWG) will present the policy 

brief and work plan. Each TWG will have 5 min with following sequence;  

TWG on Air Quality 

TWG Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 



 

 

TWG on Solid and Hazardous Waste 

TWG on Toxic Chemicals and Hazardous Substances 

TWG on Climate Change, Ozone Depletion and Ecosystem Change 

TWG on Contingency Planning, Preparedness and Response in Environmental 

Health Emergencies 

 

6. Updates on New Priorities and Presentation of TWG workplan on health 
impact assessment 2010 – 2013: 1400-1420 

 

Secretariat will report the updates of New Priorities.  

Chair of TWG, on Health Impact Assessment will report its work plan of 

TWG. 

 

7. Statement by the Ministers of Environment and Health (alphabetical 
order): 1420-1530 
 

Each Minister makes the statements on expectations and commitments from 

the country to the Regional Forum, in relation to each country's environment 

and health priorities in alphabetical order (14 countries). 

Brunei Darussalam 

Cambodia 

China 

Indonesia 

Japan 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic 

Malaysia 

 

8. Coffee/Tea break: 1530-1600 

 

9. Statement by the Ministers of Environment and Health (alphabetical 
order-continued): 1600-1710 
 



 

 

Each Minister makes the statements on expectations and commitments from 

the country to the Regional Forum, in relation to each country's environment 

and health priorities in alphabetical order (remained 7 countries, continued). 

Mongolia 

Myanmar 

The Philippines 

Republic of Korea 

Singapore 

Thailand, 

Viet Nam 

 

10. Discussion and Adoption of Jeju Declaration: 1710-1740 

 

This session is for the discussion and adoption of Jeju Declaration.  

 

11. Closing of the Forum; Remarks: 1740-1800 
 

Closing remarks will be delivered by Government of the Republic of Korea, 

UNEP and WHO.  The meeting will be closed by the Chair.



 

 



 

 

ANNEX 3 
 

 
THEMATIC WORKING GROUPS' POLICY BRIEFS 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

ANNEX 4 
 

 

THE REGIONAL FORUM ON ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH 

IN SOUTHEAST AND EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES:  

THEMATIC WORKING GROUP ON AIR QUALITY 

WORK PLANS 2010-2012 

1 BACKGROUND 

 
The 2007-2009 workplan for Thematic Working Group (TWG) on Air Quality was adopted 
at the Ministerial Regional Forum on environment and health in Southeast and East Asian 
countries in August, 2007. Since then, every 3 years, the ministerial forum review progress, 
development and approve the regional TWG workplan under the Charter of the Regional 
Forum on Environment and Health in Southeast and East Asian Countries. In implementing 
the workplan, co-chair institution take the lead role in coordinating implementation and the 
members are engaged in the activities under the workplan.  The TWG has regularly discussed 
the progress and implementation of the workplan for coordination among the member 
institute to advocate actions based on the recommendations of the Regional Forum. The 
TWG workplan has become a tool driver and a system for monitoring health risk related to 
air quality throughout the region. There are wide variations in the proportion of knowledge 
management, technical support, coordination and advocacy in the regional workplan. The 
status of activities on environment and health is prioritizing according to the 3 sub-groups 
categorized in TWG namely; urban, indoor and transboundary air pollution. 
 
Urban air pollution, especially fine particulate matter, causes significant health problems 
throughout the region. Relevant data and information have become significantly more 
available and accessible over the last decade. It is report that PM10 exacerbates asthma 
symptoms and recent studies indicate that it can also contribute to the incidence of 
cardiovascular and respiratory diseases. In many under-developed and developing countries, 
health impacts of indoor air pollution from household energy rank as the fourth leading health 
risk. It is important to optimize the potential linkages between health efforts to reduce local 
and regional urban air quality problems as well as transboundary air pollution. 
 

2 OBJECTIVES 

 
The scope of Regional Workplan on Air Quality aids the formulation and implementation of 
air quality management (AQM) policies which are health driven through the following 
objectives:  



 

 

2.1 Reducing health burden imposed by deteriorating air quality linked with population 
growth, urbanization, motorization and increased energy use by reducing the emissions 
of air pollutants from indoor, local, national and regional levels; 

2.2 Strengthening the cooperation by providing a mechanism for sharing knowledge and 
experiences, improving policy and regulatory frameworks at the national and regional 
levels, and promoting the implementation of integrated environmental health strategies 
and action plans; 

2.3 Capacity building of researchers and scientists by promoting cooperative research and 
development in the region focusing on air quality and health effects. 

2.4 Strengthening the public participation and public relations by promoting the activities 
and outputs of the related technical forums, and expand the networks of the charter. 

3 ACTIVITIES 

 
To achieve the overall objectives, the following set of activities and timelines of three-years 
are proposed based on the major issues and the necessity of this region. The proposed 
activities include knowledge management and technical support, progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum, coordination and advocacy and resource mobilization. The proposed 
activities play more attention in public participation, risk communication, environmental 
education and children health. Climate change is an emerging issue and an area of co-benefits 
on health by air quality management and climate change mitigation. Therefore, co-work with 
climate change TWG is expected to be organized during the 2010-2012 workplan. 
 
3.1 WORKPLAN ACTIVITIES FOR SUB-GROUP ON URBAN AIR QUAL ITY 
 
3.1.1 Reducing health burden imposed by deteriorating air quality 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1.Dissemination of updated 
WHO guideline 
2.Scenario development on 
revision of standards for 
different AQ contexts 
3.Introduce knowledge 
management (KM) systems 
to AQM  
4.Environmental education 
and public awareness raising 
5.Organizing the risk 
communication workshop 

�  

 

 

 

�  

 

�  

   �  

 

 

�  

 

�  

 

�  

     �    

 

 

�  

 

�  

 

�  

     �  

Progress reporting to the 1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 

 �  �  



 

 

Regional Forum level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

Coordination and advocacy 1. Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 3 
sub-working groups 

2. Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 

3.1.2 Strengthening the cooperation 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1. Sharing information and 
knowledge related to health 
impact and air quality  
2. Documentation, analysis 
and exchange information 
and knowledge on existing 
monitoring of air toxics and 
heavy metals 
3. Formulate 
recommendations on 
standards/guideline and 
monitoring protocols for air 
toxics and heavy metal 
4. Establishing regional 
network on AQM 

�  

 

�  

 

 

 

 

 

�  

�  

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

 

     �  

�  

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 1.Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 3 
sub-working groups 

2.Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 

3.1.3 Capacity building 

Categories Activities Timelines 



 

 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1. Strengthening capacity of 
researchers on air pollution 
and health impact 
2. Promoting Local/Regional 
Training Center 
3. Increasing collaboration 
Regional Training Activities 

�  

 

 

 

 

�  

 

�  

 

     �  

�  

 

�  

 

   �  

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 1. Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 3 
sub-working groups 

2. Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

�  

 

 

     �  

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 WORKPLAN ACTIVITIES FOR SUB-GROUP ON INDOOR AIR QUA LITY 
3.2.1 Reducing health burden imposed by deteriorating air quality 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1. Dissemination of updated 
WHO guideline and national 
standards 
2. Evaluation of building 
materials and Heating 
Ventilation and Air 
Conditioning (HVOC) 
system operation 
3. Environmental education 
for children and public 
awareness 
4. Providing guidance on 
integrating quality of life 
(QOL) in the design and 
implementation of air quality 
management policies of 

�  

 

 

 

 

   �  

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

�  



 

 

Asian and East Asia 
countries 
5. Documented methodology 
on studying the linkages 
between QOL, health and 
indoor air quality 

 

 

    

    �  

  

 

 

    �    

    

 

 

     �  

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 3. Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 3 
sub-working groups 

4. Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

�  

 

 

 

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 

3.2.2 Strengthening the cooperation 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1. Overview and analysis of 
health impact studies on 
hazardous indoor air 
pollutants 
2.  Document existing health 
impact studies: for example, 
Sickness Building 
Syndrome(SBS), and Second 
Hand Smoke(SHS)  
3. Formulate 
recommendations on 
standards and monitoring 
protocols for hazardous 
indoor air pollutants 
4. Establishing regional 
network on AQM 

�  

 

 

�  

 

 

 

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 

 

 

�  

 

     �  

 

 

 

�  

 

 

 

�  

 

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 1.Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 3 

�  �  �  



 

 

sub-working groups 

2.Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

 

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

 

�  

 

3.2.3 Capacity building 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1.Provision of education 
program and training 
instructors related to IAQs 
2.Education and training of 
scientists related to IAQ  
3. Pool preparation of Asia-
experts related to IAQ 

�  

 

�  

 

�  

�  

 

�  

 

     �  

�  

 

�  

 

   �  

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 1. Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 3 
sub-working groups 

2. Communication by hot-line 
between IAQM board and 
working group members 

�  

 

 

     �  

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 

3.3 WORKPLAN ACTIVITIES FOR SUB-GROUP ON TRANSBOUNDARY AIR 
QUALITY 

3.3.1 Reducing health burden imposed by deteriorating air quality 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1. Conduct health impact 
assessment of Dust and 
Sandstrom (DSS) 
2. Study health impact 
assessment of 
Transboundary 
Haze 
3. Develop a knowledge base 

 

�  

 

�  

�  

 

�  

 

�  

 

 

�  



 

 

on air pollution and human 
health in collaboration with 
other relevant sub-working 
groups 
4. Review of all studies, 
including epidemiological 
surveys, related to the 
impacts of regional air 
pollutants on health 
5. Data and information on 
the composition and 
characteristics of regional air 
pollution affecting the 
Northeast and Southeast 
Asian region 
6. Assessment report on the 
impacts of PM and ozone on 
the health of people living in 
the northeast and southeast 
Asian region 
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  �  

 

     

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 1. Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 3 
sub-working groups 

2. Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

�  

 

 

 

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 

3.3.2 Strengthening the cooperation 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1.Training workshop on 
transboundary pollutants 

�  

 

�  

 

 



 

 

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 1. Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 
3 sub-working groups 

2. Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 

3.3.3 Capacity building 

Timelines Categories Activities 

2010 2011 2012 

Knowledge management 
and technical support 

1.Conduct training 
programme and case studies 
on health impact of PM and 
Ozone in rural areas 
2.Conduct training workshop 
on monitoring and health 
impact assessments of 
transboundary air pollution 

�  

 

�  

 

�  

�  

 

�  
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�  

 

�  

 

   �  

Progress reporting to the 
Regional Forum 

1. Prepare and submit 
progress report to the High 
level meeting and Regional 
Ministerial Forum 

 �  �  

Coordination and advocacy 1. Working group meeting 
will be jointly organized by 
3 sub-working groups 

2. Presentations in regional 
and national level workshops 

�  

 

 

     �  

�  

 

 

�  

�  

 

 

�  

 
    

4. MONITORING AND REPORTING 
The annual report to the High level meeting and Regional Forum will give an overview of: 

�  Activities implemented over the last year based on activities and outputs listed above 
�  Activities planned for the coming year 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Workplan: Thematic Working Group on Solid and hazardous waste 
 
Background 
 
Asia’s economic growth and population is now increasing in a fast rate.  The rate of economic growth 
is now 7.4% (2005, ESCAP) and the population is increasing by 1.19Ñ (2006-2010, United Nations 
Population Fund, “State of World Population 2006”). While Asia has been experiencing a rapid 
increase of population and economic development, waste problem has been becoming common to all 
countries in Asia.  
 
Except some advanced countries, increase of volume and variety of solid waste are common 
challenges to countries in Asia. Increase of volume gives pressure to waste disposal site and enhance 
illegal dumping. Hazardous waste causes a large number of environment and health problems for 
people. These are threatening to the environment and our health.  
 
Based on the highlighted above issues in Asia, the Regional Forum on Environment and Health in 
Asia and the Pacific launched in 2007 selected solid and hazardous waste  as prioritized issues in the 
first three year plan of the forum. In line with the Charter of the Regional Forum, Thematic Working 
Group on solid and hazardous waste (Waste TWG) was established and started its activities based on 
the first three year programme. The member countries of Waste TWG include: Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. 
 
In this context, the Waste TWG deals with municipal waste and medical waste which are common 
issues to the member countries.   
 
Progress based on the first three years workplan 
 
The first three year workplan (2007-2009) of Waste TWG has three objectives: (1) to ensure 
environmentally sound management of solid and hazardous waste; (2) to prioritize issues by analyzing 
status-quo of municipal waste and medical waste management in the member countries; and (3) to 
provide useful information. 
 
The first Waste TWG meeting was held on 28-29 February, 2008 in Singapore where the meeting 
agreed that:  
Member countries will develop their own national inter-ministry/agency steering committees; 
Member countries will identify national contact points; 
Each country is allowed to have up to 2 focal points for contact and they have to work closely; 
Membership will depend on the main topics to be discussed, where relevant or appointed person can 
participate. 
 
The Second meeting of Waste TWG was held in City Angkor Hotel, Siem Reap, Cambodia on 1-3 
December 2008, back to back with the Second Workshop of 3R Knowledge Hub (3RKH). The 
meeting i) reviewed the reports of status-quo and issues of municipal and medical waste management; 
ii) shared good practices and lessons learnt on municipal and medical waste management; and iii) 
discussed and identify appropriate recommendations drawn from the status-quo and issues of waste 



 

 

management. The participants of the Second meeting also agreed with action points (please refer to 
the progress report of the Regional Forum on Environment and Health). 
 
As the result of the first three years activities, TWG provided the following major output successfully. 
 
TWG establishment Work plan, including a meeting schedule, reporting schedule and 

budget 
Report on status-quo and issues of municipal waste management in 
the member countries 
*Output was provided to 3R Knowledge hub and  Environment and 
Health 

Municipal Waste 

Recommendation on necessary actions 
Report on status-quo and issues of medical waste management in the 
member countries 
*Output was provided to 3R Knowledge hub and Environment and 
Health 

Medical Waste 

Recommendation on necessary actions 
 
 
Recommendations from Municipal Waste Management Report and Medical Waste Management 
Report are summarized in Annex. 
 
 
Objective 
 
As mentioned in the previous section, thanks to member countries’ contribution and a fruitful 
discussion in Waste TWG of the first phase, Waste TWG made essential recommendations to tackle 
with issues of municipal waste management as well as medical waste management in member 
countries.  
 
In this context, Waste TWG of the second phase will explore an efficient implementation mechanism 
in municipal waste management including medical waste management. 
 
According to the outcome from the first three year activities and the other initiatives relevant to waste 
management issues in Southeast and East Asian countries, it has become clear that due to crucial 
obstacles in waste management such as lack of finance, inappropriate technology, and so on, most of 
the public sectors in the region does not seem to  have enough capacity to develop and implement 
entire waste management systems, and private and informal sector could have key roles to improve 
waste management in the region.  
 
With regard to public private partnership in waste management, Regional 3R Forum in Asia which 
was launched in 2009 with aiming to promote 3Rs in the region through dialogue, information sharing, 
and developing cooperation among multi-stake holders will deal with public private partnership in 
waste management as a major topic. It would be appropriate for Waste TWG to collaborate and 
contribute to Regional 3R Forum in Asia in order to make the outcome from both Waste TWG and 
Regional 3R Forum more effective and attractive. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on this consideration, the objectives of the second phase (2010-2013) of Waste TWG  are: 
 
To identify actual implementation scheme/procedure to realize the recommendation made in the 1st 
phase 
 
(e.g. utilization of public private partnership in waste management and proper integration of informal 
sector etc.) 
 
(2) To hold workshops to promote activities relevant to the recommendation utilizing the status-quo 
reports compiled in the 1st phase 
 
(3) To enhance capacity building of policy makers to identify and address waste and health problems 
by sharing knowledge including best practices in the region .  
 
To achieve objectives, it is encouraged to invite the experts in public private partnership and informal 
sector, and private sectors to Waste TWG. 
 
 
Activities 
 
Provision on the activities proposed workplan for 2010-2013 are shown in Table 1.  
 
Three Waste TWG meetings will be conducted for the period 2010-2013 to report the progress of the 
adopted TWG workplan 2010-2013 subject to available resources.  
 
 

 
 
·  Multi-stakeholder 

dialogue 

 
·  Identification of issues specified in 

the member countries 
·  Collection of best practice / 

demonstration projects from member 
counters 

Waste TWG Regional 3R 
Forum in Asia 
 

 



 

 

Table 1. Draft Workplan of the Thematic Working Group on Solid and Hazardous Waste Management 

Activities Time line Responsible 
Organization Output Indicator 

To identify actual implementation scheme/procedure to realize the recommendation made in the 1st phase 

Survey on potential of private sector for active 
participation in municipal and medical waste 
management 
Key for success 
Required legislative measure 
Market potential for private sector 
Collaboration between private sectors between 
developed countries and developing countries 
Etc. 

Q3/2010-Q1/2012 
Research institutes 
/ Experts in the 
region 

Report Published  report 

Survey on role and method to improve situation 
of informal sectors in the region Q3/2010-Q1/2012 

Research institutes 
/ Experts in the 
region 

Report Published  report 

International Dialogue between policy maker and 
experts (Discuss outcome from Asia Resource 
Circulation Policy Research with policy makers) 

Q2/2012-Q1/2013 All member 
countries Presentation material, etc. Provision of Presentation 

material, etc. 

Recommend necessary actions to address the 
issues in the compiled list Q3/2012-Q4/2012 

All member 
countries Recommendation  

To hold workshops  to promote activities relevant to the recommendation utilizing the status-quo reports compiled  in the 1st phase 

Training workshop for private sectors (hospital, 
etc.) on medical waste management 
Training workshop 
Site visit of good practice 

Q2/2011-Q1/2012 To be decided Workshop proceeding Workshop proceeding  

Resource Mobilization for developing countries 
to promote project on formalization and active 
engagement of informal sectors  

Q3/2010-Q3/2012 

Member countries 
supported by 
AIT/UNEP 
RRC.AP 

New budget resource 
The amount of newly 
mobilized resource 



 

 

Activities Time line Responsible 
Organization Output Indicator 

Collaboration with UNEP  “Converting Waste 
Plastics / agricultural biomass into fuel” project Q4/2010- UNEP    DTIE 

IETC 
Report and Implementation of 
pilot demonstration project 

Implementation of pilot 
demonstration project 

To enhance capacity building of policy makers to identify and address waste and health problems by sharing knowledge including best practices in 
the region 
Compile activities in member countries (e.g. 
demonstration project) and submit it to existing 
initiative. 

Q3/2010-Q4/2011 AIT/UNEP 
RRC.AP 

Report, Presentation material, 
etc. 

Provision of Report. 
Presentation material, 
etc. 

Provision of relative information to Regional 3R 
Forum in Asia 
Issues to be discussed 
Outcome of existing activities 
etc. 

Q3/2010-Q1/2013 
Members of Waste 
TWG Presentation material, etc. 

Provision of Presentation 
material, etc. 

Provide information on development of Medical 
Waste Management guidelines and manuals in 
member countries  

Q3/2010-Q3/2012 AIT Guideline and Manual Published  Guideline and 
Manual 

Collect good practice information for medical 
waste management Q3/2010-Q3/2012 AIT Report Published report 

Provide the above mentioned information to the 
3R Knowledge Hub Q3/2010-Q3/2012 

AIT/UNEP 
RRC.AP ,  AIT Additional input into 3RKH 

The acquired level of 
additional data and 
information 

Organize Waste TWG meetings Q3/2010-Q4/2013 
AIT/UNEP 
RRC.AP  

Meeting proceedings -  



 

 

Activities Time line Responsible 
Organization Output Indicator 

Update membership and maintain mailing list Q3/2010-Q4/2013 
AIT/UNEP 
RRC.AP Updated member list -  

 



 

�

Resources 
 

Activities Cost Available/proposed 
resource 

To identify actual implementation scheme/procedure to realize the recommendation made in the 1st 
phase 
Survey on potential of private sector for active 
participation in municipal and medical waste 
management 
Key for success 
Required legislative measure 
Market potential for private sector 
Collaboration between private sectors between 
developed countries and developing countries 
Etc. 

Personnel cost for Secretariat 
Meeting cost : preparation, 
venue, travel, 
accommodation, etc. 

 

Survey on role and method to improve situation 
of informal sectors in the region To be decided  

International Dialogue between policy maker and 
experts (Discuss outcome from Asia Resource 
Circulation Policy Research with policy makers) 

To be decided  

Recommend necessary actions to address the 
issues in the compiled list Personnel cost  

To hold workshops  to promote activities relevant to the recommendation utilizing the status-quo 
reports compiled  in the 1st phase  
Training workshop for private sectors (hospital, 
etc.) on medical waste management 
Training workshop 
Site visit of good practice 

Personnel cost for Secretariat 
Workshop cost : preparation, 
venue, travel, 
accommodation, etc. 

 

Resource Mobilization for developing countries 
to promote project on formalization and active 
engagement of informal sectors  

Personnel cost AIT/UNEP RRC.AP ,  
AIT 

Collaboration with UNEP  “Converting Waste 
Plastics / agricultural biomass into fuel” project - Member countries 

To enhance capacity building of policy makers to identify and address waste and health problems by 
sharing knowledge including best practices in the region 

Compile activities in member countries (e.g. 
demonstration project) and submit it to existing 
initiative. 

Personnel cost, cost for 
report, presentation material, 
etc. 

AIT/UNEP RRC.AP 

Provision of relative information to Regional 3R 
Forum in Asia 
Issues to be discussed 
Outcome of existing activities 
etc. 

Personnel cost, cost for 
report, presentation material, 
etc. 

Members of Waste 
TWG 

Provide information on development of Medical 
Waste Management guidelines and manuals in 
member countries  

Personnel cost, cost for 
printing etc, AIT (ADB) 



 

 

Activities Cost Available/proposed 
resource 

Collect good practice information for medical 
waste management 

Personnel cost, cost for 
printing etc, AIT (ADB) 

Provide the abovementioned information to the 
3R Knowledge Hub 

Personnel cost, maintenance 
cost etc, AIT (ADB) 

Organize Waste TWG meetings 

Personnel Cost for 
Secretariat 
Meeting cost : preparation, 
venue, travel, 
accommodation, etc. 

 

Update membership and maintain mailing list Personnel Cost for 
Secretariat  

 
Monitoring and reporting 
The monitoring and reporting of the progress of implementing the work plan will be carried out by 
contacting 
the TWG members on-line and through TWG meetings subject to availability of resources. 
 



 

 

Annex: 
Recommendations from Municipal Waste Management Report and Medical Waste Management 
Report 
 
Recommendations from Municipal Waste Management Report 
 
Recommendations from Municipal Waste Management Report include: 
Implementing an effective and efficient municipal waste management relative to 3Rs can be 
achieved with the following recommendations to the Waste TWG: 
 
Establish data and information management systems for municipal waste management at the 
National/local level with consideration to a  bottom-up approach in reporting e.g. Information 
and data from LA to MoE. 
 
Develop guidelines and/or policies at national/local level addressing municipal waste 
management and governing Sound Material Cycle Society through 3R principles, therefore 
looking into  the effects of public health and impact on the environment 
 
Strengthen capacity building and technical support activities to enhance partnerships among 
municipal waste  and other concerned stakeholders  
 
Promote dialogue, consultation and consensus building among municipal waste management 
stakeholders 
 
Disseminate information on the importance of and good practices in municipal waste 
management with 3R 
 
Establish a network for capacity-building for urban waste management governing 3R 
 
Mobilize funding and resources from institutions and/or donor agencies for the 
implementation of effective Municipal Waste Management practices at the national/local 
level 
 
Form an effective network or organization from among the informal sector in order to provide 
information and tangible support in terms of occupational safety and health (i.g. proper 
equipments like carts and masks may be given along with information on waste handling for 
waste pickers) 
 
Recognize the role and importance of the informal sector  and provide  long-term support in 
the form of health insurance or other forms of savings, with which the informal sector can 
access 
 



 

 

 
(2) Recommendations from Medical Waste Management Report 
 
Recommendation from Medical Waste Management Report 
A synthesis of information from all the 12 countries evidently illustrates three key areas for 
immediate action and is presented in the Figure, in the order of importance. 
 
1st Priority 
 
POLICIES &LEGISLATIONS 
National Government - Formulate healthcare waste policy and legislations considering other 
countries’ experiences and local needs; Assign clear responsibilities and create dedicated 
departments for monitoring and overseeing healthcare waste management. 
 
Healthcare facility 
Healthcare waste management should not be contingent upon law or regulation; it should 
come out of duty of care; A healthcare facility-level policy on HCWM should be the correct 
start Cooperate with national government through proactive, rather than hindering, inputs 
clear assignment of waste management responsibilities to personnel 
 
2nd `Priority 
BUDGET  
National Government 
Fiscal incentives for performing hospitals are best ways to encourage HCWM with low cost; 
Encourage centralized treatment facilities under Build, Operate, Transfer / Build, Own, 
Operate, Transfer, Adopt clustering of healthcare facilities to share costs 
 
Healthcare facility 
Choose a low-cost waste management plan and implement it Institutionalize a recycling 
system and use the proceeds to recursively fund the overall healthcare waste management 
system 
 
3rd Priorities 
TECHNOLOGY & KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT 
National Government 
Build capacity of relevant department staff on: 
technical and management topics for HCWM 
implementation of HCWM plans 
monitoring of HCWM plans 
safe and sustainable HCWM technology selection 
management of HCWM technologies 
 
Healthcare facility 
Raise awareness of staff in handling, safety and exposure to HCW; 
Conduct periodic induction trainings for new staff and updates for existing staff; 
Monitor and evaluate waste management activities and their impact; and 
Track the progress of HCWM and report the successes and reward staff 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work Plan of Thematic Working Group on 
Toxic Chemicals and Hazardous Substances for 2010 – 2013 

Work Plan  
of Thematic Working 

Group on 
Toxic Chemicals and 

Hazardous Substances 
for 2010 – 2013 

(TWG 4) 
 



 

 

(TWG 4) 
 
Background: Regional Issues and Challenges 
 
The South-east and East Asian Region has many rapidly industrializing countries, where an increasing 
number and volume of chemicals are used in mining, forestry, fishery, manufacturing, energy and 
construction industries, as well as in shops, offices and households.  Several economies are 
agriculture-based, and the improper management of agro-chemicals, particularly pesticides, is a major 
health hazard.   
 
There are over 100 000 existing chemicals, a third of which are used in industry, agriculture and 
households.  While most are beneficial to economic development, their inadequate management 
sometimes results in adverse impacts on human health and ecosystems.   
 
Unnecessary and unexpected exposure to toxic chemicals can cause disease, disability and death. 
Children who work from an early age in cottage and gold mining industries such as bangle or 
fireworks production or washing activities are often exposed to toxic and hazardous chemicals.  
Chronic exposure is linked to damage to the nervous and immune systems and to ill effects on 
reproductive function and development. Evidence of the multiple adverse health impacts derived from 
chemicals used in agriculture, industry, commerce and in households calls for urgent action to 
improve the quality of their management.  
 
Legislative and regulatory control of chemicals may include the registration and inventory of 
chemicals, risk assessment and notification, labelling and information on chemicals, tracking systems, 
treatment and disposal of chemical waste, and occupational health and safety requirements for 
production, use, storage, transport, sale disposal and treatment.  Many developing countries in the 
region lack adequate legislative and institutional infrastructure and the capacity to manage chemicals 
effectively. 
 
This Thematic Working Group is divided into three subgroups on: (1) prevention and reduction of 
pesticide poisoning; (2) reduction of exposure to heavy metals (e.g. mercury, manganese, lead, 
cadmium, arsenic) and other hazardous substances (e.g. cyanide, asbestos, chemicals in toys); and (3) 
food contamination (food preservatives, antibiotics, hormones, etc.) 
 
 
Objectives 
 
The following objectives are generic and apply to all the subgroups: 
 
To share information and data on the chemicals and their health and environmental impacts (e.g. cases 
of poisoning) and good practices including infrastructure model (e.g. legislative model) and 
innovative approach to reduce the health and environmental impacts from toxic chemicals and 
hazardous substances  in  member countries; 
To improve the technical knowledge and skill among personnel of member countries on risk 
assessment and risk management of the chemicals; and 
To strengthen regional institutions networking and collaboration on toxic chemicals management. 
 



 

 

Activities 
 

Activities Target 
date 

Recommended 
Lead country 

Objective 1: To share information and data on the chemicals and their health and 
environmental impacts (e.g. cases of poisoning) and good practices including 
infrastructure model (e.g. legislative model) and innovative approach to reduce the 
health and environmental impacts among member countries. 
 
Compile the data from member countries on ; 
the high priority (refer to national chemical profiles) chemicals and their health and 
environmental impacts, especially the information on adverse health effects from 
toxic chemicals and health impact assessment (HIA) from researches and case 
studies. 
the information on good practices, BAT Best Available Techniques BEP Best 
Environmental Practice. 
the information on approach to reduce the health and environmental impacts. 
 
1.2 Develop an inventory of institutions and experts specializing in the risk 
assessment and risk management other aspects of the chemicals at regional and 
national levels. 
Each country should identify inventory of institutions and experts specializing and 
provide the information to the TWG to update the information. 
 
1.3 Update (every 6 months), inform and continue web-site for regional 
cooperation for toxic chemicals and hazardous substances and report to regional 
secretariat. 
The web-site would be used to exchange information and guide member countries 
in addressing the safety and management of the chemicals. 
The information would include but not limited to the data on the chemicals and 
their health and environmental impacts, good practices and innovative approaches 
for toxic chemicals management an inventory of specialized institutions and 
experts of member countries.  
The web-site will be linked to other sites deemed necessary e.g. WHO, UNEP, 
FAO. 
Member countries will be required to provide necessary information to update the 
centralized web-page. Each country may develop its own website. Certain theme 
will be addressed on the main webpage. (We have to consider language, format, 
accessibility and others.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Q3/2010 - 
Q2/2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q3/2010 – 
Q2/2013 
 
 
 
 
 
Q3/2010 – 
Q3/2011 
 

Korea/  
Japan 
 
 



 

 

 
Objective 2: To improve the technical knowledge and skill among personnel of 
member countries on risk assessment and risk management of the chemicals. 
 
2.1 Provide training and capacity building on risk assessment and risk management 
of the chemicals to member countries.  
Assess training and capacity building  needs 
Develop training and capacity building  programs/modules 
Conduct training and capacity building   
Revise training and capacity building module and lesson   
Learned 
 
Conduct regional (annual/specific theme) meetings on the risk assessment and 
management of the chemicals. Member countries will be encouraged to participate 
in such events. 
 
Study visits to strengthen capacity building. 
 
 
Collaboration with other TWG’s on the related issues. 
 

 
 
 
 
Q3/2010-
Q2/2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q3/2010-
Q2/2013 
 
 
Q3/2011-
Q2/2013 
 
Q3/2010-
Q2/2013 
 

Thailand/  
Vietnam/Korea/ 
Japan 
 
 

Objective 3: To strengthen regional institutions networking and collaboration on 
toxic chemicals 
 
Creating collaborative mechanism. 
Establish / organize the annual meeting of the forum and rotate the country 
organizer among member countries. 
Each country should provide the annual report to the forum. 
To update information on contact person to the annual forum. 
 
Organizing workshop on creating mechanism. 
Back to back Workshop on technical issues after the forum meeting. 
 
Collaborating among existing TWGs  (air, water and others). 
Collaborate and invite other existing TWG to participate in the annual forum. 
 
Conduct annual meeting among the member countries to update the progress, 
back-to-back to 2.2 
 

Q3/2010-
Q2/2013 

Philippines/ 
Malaysia/ 
Vietnam/ China/ 
Indonesia 

 
 
Outputs 
A regional knowledge management network established, 
Technical knowledge and skill of key personnel in member countries  provided; and  
Regional institutions networking and collaboration mechanism on toxic chemicals established. 
 
 
 



 

 

Monitoring and reporting  
 
Outputs Indicators 
1.  A regional knowledge management network 
established 

Compilation of the data and information on the 
chemicals, health impacts and good practices 
(Yes/No); and Number of member countries 
providing the information/data. 
Establishment of a web-page for regional 
knowledge management (Yes/No) 
 

2. Technical knowledge and skill of key 
personnel in member states provided. 

Number of training opportunities provided 
through the TWG; and Number of key 
personnel undertaking the training 
Number of regional technical meetings 
organized 
 

3. Regional institutions networking and 
collaboration mechanism on toxic chemical 
management  established. 
 

Collaborating among existing programs on 
toxic chemicals (Yes/No) 
 

 
The monitoring and reporting of the progress of implementing the work plan will be carried out in the 
following ways: 
 
Conduct of regular on-line conference – Semi-annual on-line conference will be held among TWG 
members to discuss latest issues or development on environmental health emergencies, including 
extent of implementation of the work plan. 
 
Perform annually an evaluation of the wok plan, and submit an annual report to the Secretariat. 
 
Post the summaries of TWG meetings and evaluation reports on the web-site. 
 
 
Resources 
 

Outputs Resources required 
and Proposed Budget 
Experts to design a database for compilation of 
data and information on the chemicals, health 
impacts and good practices and compile the 
data/information into the database  (US$40,000) 
 
(2) Experts to develop a roster of specialized 
institutions and experts  (US$30,000) 
 

1. A regional knowledge management network 
established. (Korea/Japan) 

(3) Institution and their personnel to host and 
maintain the website  (US$80,000) 
Cost of training programs (US$200,000) 
 

2. Technical knowledge and skill of key 
personnel in member states improved. 
(Thailand, Mongolia and Vietnam) (2) Cost of regional technical meetings 

(US$200,000) 
 

3. Regional institutions networking and 
collaboration mechanism on toxic chemicals 
improved. (Malaysia, Philippines) 

(1) Cost of organizing workshop on creating 
mechanism (US$50,000) 



 

 

Outputs Resources required 
and Proposed Budget 

 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact person 
 
Dr. Twisuk   Punpeng  Email : twisuk.p@anamai.mail.go.th 
Mr. Pisanu  Sanprasert   Email : pisanu@anamai.mail.go.th 
 
 
 
Bureau of Environmental Health,  
Department of Health, Ministry of Public Health,  
Nonthaburi  11000,  Thailand.    
 
Tel.: +662 590 4261, +662 590 4316  Fax: +662 590 4427, +662 590 4432 
 



 

 

Work Plan – Thematic Working Group (TWG) on Contingency Planning, Preparedness and 
Response in Environmental Health Emergencies 
2010-2013 
 
Background:  
 
The Environmental Health Country Profiles of the South-east and East Asian countries revealed that 
many are continuously experiencing health threats from deteriorating environment. They share 
common problems such as water pollution from domestic and industrial sources, urban air pollution, 
solid waste management, climate change and chemicals in the environment that have resulted to an 
estimated one million deaths every year in the region. 
 
According to the Annual Statistical Review 2008 made by the Centre for Research on the 
Epidemiology of Disasters, China (29) and the Philippines (20) were most often hit by natural 
disasters in 2008. These two countries, together with Indonesia, Vietnam and Thailand have occupied 
the top ranking countries with the highest number of disaster occurrence during the last three years. In 
2008, two “mega-disasters” occurred, cyclone Nargis in Myanmar and the Sichuan Earthquake in 
China. 
 
While there are efforts being made within the countries to minimize the environmental hazards and 
their associated health risks, the populations are also becoming more exposed to increasing 
occurrences of disasters in the region. These include recent disasters from natural hazards (e.g., 
typhoons, floods, earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions) and health emergencies like SARS – 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, and Avian Influenza, and H1N1 which brought significant 
morbidity and mortality among people.The Asian Tsunami left hundreds of thousands of people 
without access to safe water and sanitation. The outbreaks of SARS and Avian Influenza which occur 
through the transmission of pathogens initially from food, animals to humans and later from humans 
to humans were partly attributed to inadequate environmental sanitation and personal hygiene. In 
addition, with rapid industrial development, the number of technological emergencies, involving 
chemicals and radiation, is increasing. All these emergencies threaten human life and public health. 
Likewise, a transboundary event such as haze/smoke induced by forest fires in Sumatra and 
Kalimantan, Indonesia in 1997 blanketed Brunei, Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore  and 
the southern parts of the Philippines and Thailand. One common fact is that disasters may strike any 
time anywhere. 
 
In order to address these problems and challenges, the Regional Forum on Environmental and Health 
in Southeast and East Asian Countries was established. The Charter of the Regional Forum, created a 
Thematic Working Group on Contingency Planning, Preparedness and Response in Environmental 
Health Emergencies to address environmental issues related to emergencies and disasters. This 
Thematic Working Group will be divided into two subgroups namely: (1) disasters from natural 
hazards and associated environmental health issues, such as water, sanitation, waste management, 
food safety, vector control, etc.; and (2) industrial or technological emergencies involving hazardous 
substances, such as toxic chemicals, flammable and explosive materials, radioactive materials, etc. 
 
Objectives 
 
The following objectives are generic and apply to both the subgroups: 
 
To share information and data on contingency planning, preparedness and response in environmental 
health emergencies among member countries;  



 

 

To improve the technical knowledge and skill among personnel of member countries on 
environmental health emergencies; and 
To strengthen intercountry/regional cooperation in responding to environmental health emergencies. 
 
Activities 
 
Activity Target date Lead Country 
Objective 1: To share information and data on contingency planning, preparedness and response in 
environmental health emergencies among member countries 
1.1 Develop a database (logistics, human resources, 
information) for the region  

Q4/2010 – Q4/2011 Philippines & NPC, 
Malaysia 

1.2 Sharing of information using existing website of the 
regional forum. The information would include but not 
limited to e.g. available logistical supports from each member 
countries, lists of experts, available facilities, antidote 
stocking, etc.  

Q4/2010 – Q4/2013 Philippines & NPC, 
Malaysia 

1.3 Share risk communication messages on environmental 
health emergencies that has been used by TWG member 
countries through the website 

Q4/2010-Q4/2013 Philippines,   NPC, 
Malaysia & China 

1.4 Conduct regional technical symposium and update on 
environmental health emergencies. Regional forums will be 
done at least once every two years for updates including 
sharing of best practices related to environmental health 
emergencies. Member countries will be encouraged to 
participate in these forums. Experts are also expected to be 
part of the forums. 

Q2/2011 and      Q4/ 
2013 

Vietnam & 
Philippines 

Objective 2: To improve the technical knowledge and skill among personnel of member countries on 
environmental health emergencies 
2.1 Conduct Trainings on Environmental Emergencies 
including Environmental Health Risk Assessment Training 

Q2/2011, Q3/2012 Vietnam &  China 

2.2 Updating of training programmes/modules Q2/2012-Q4/2012 Philippines and 
WHO 

2.3 Monitor and Evaluate training programmes Q2/2013 Mongolia and 
Philippines 

Objective 3: To strengthen intercountry/regional cooperation in responding to environmental health 
emergencies 
3.1 Develop formal agreements on possible points of 
integration, cooperation and collaboration in building 
regional emergency response network among member 
countries  

Q2/2012 Philippines  

3.2 Develop risk communication messages for environmental 
health emergencies 

Q1/2011-Q3/2011 Thailand and 
Cambodia 

 
 



 

 

Outputs 
 
A regional information network established; and  
 
Technical knowledge and skill of key personnel in member countries improved. 
 
Intercountry/regional cooperation mechanisms on regional emergency response improved. 
 
Monitoring and reporting  
 
Outputs Indicators 
1. A regional information network 
established 

Development of a database for the region (Yes/No) and 
the number of member countries with access and using the 
database 
Risk communication messages published in the website 
(Yes/No) 
(3) Conducted Regional Technical Symposium (Yes/No) 
and the number of Regional Symposia/Meetings 
conducted 

2. Technical knowledge and skill of key 
personnel in member states improved 

Number of trainings/study tours/attachments organized, 
and number of key personnel undertaking the 
training/study tours/attachments 
Training Programmes/Modules updated (Yes/No and 
Number) 
 

3. Intercountry/regional cooperation 
mechanisms on regional emergency 
response improved. 
 

Formal agreements on possible points of integration, 
cooperation and collaboration signed (Yes/No) 
Risk communication messages developed and shared 
(Yes/No) 
 
 

 
The monitoring and reporting of the progress of implementing the work plan will be carried out in the 
following ways: 
 
Conduct of regular on-line conference -Annual on-line conference will be held among TWG members 
to discuss latest issues or development on environmental health emergencies including extent of 
implementation of the work plan. 
 
Perform annually an evaluation of the wok plan, and submit an annual report to the Secretariat. 
 
Post the summaries of TWG meetings and evaluation reports on the web-site. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Resources 
 
 
Outputs Required Resources Proposed Budget 

Compilation or inventory of existing 
information within the region 

USD 15,000 

Experts to develop a database system USD 50,000 

1. A regional information 
network established 

Conference facilities, resource 
persons, transportation, 
accommodation, meals honoraria 

USD 80,000 

Conference facilities, resource 
persons, transportation 

USD 150,000 

Experts in the field USD 15,000 
Consultants (Training module 
development) 

USD 20,000 

2. Technical knowledge and skill 
of key personnel in member 
states improved 

Consultants (Monitoring and 
Evaluation) 

USD 5,000 

Consultants to facilitate the 
development of agreements 

USD 20,000 3. Intercountry/ regional 
cooperation mechanisms on 
regional emergency response 
improved. 
 

Consultants to develop health/risk 
communication  messages, IEC 
materials, media releases and 
campaign materials  

USD 35,000 

 
 
 



 

 

ANNEX 5 
 

PRESENTATIONS OF THE THEMATIC WORKING GROUPS 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

ANNEX 6 
 

SECRETARIAT'S UPDATE ON THE REGIONAL FORUM'S 
NEW PRIORITIES FOR 2010-2013 

 

 



 

 

ANNEX 7 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

ANNEX 8 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


